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Welcome aboard teachers and parent chaperones! 

 
(Overnight Tent Camping Trip) 

 

We are delighted to have you along on our “Environmental Experience” and, while we 

want you to have as much fun as the students, we respectfully ask you to be more than a 

spectator. The experience will be more rewarding for both you and the students when each 

of you becomes actively involved on this field trip. Please be aware that constant talking 

and cell phone use while instructors are teaching is a distraction to the entire group. 

Please read and initial in the box provided. 

 To begin, get to know some of the students on a first name basis as instructors try to 

do right from the start of the trip. Please understand that you have been selected as 

a chaperone to help with the supervision and safety of the group. While on the bus 

at the beginning of the field trip, if you are not comfortable with being assigned 

these responsibilities, please inform the instructors immediately. 

 

 Always be ready to join in with each activity, first by listening to the directions 

instructors give to the students and then by making sure that those directions are 

followed by the group.  Please keep in mind our programs are designed to help create 

independence and responsibility within each student. Instructors depend on you to 

be one of the many sets of eyes and ears they need to stay in touch with each student. 

If something is amiss or needs to be addressed, please do not hesitate to immediately 

communicate that information to the instructors leading the trip.  

 

 Canoeing-You will be assigned a canoe group of 2-3 students while canoeing.  It is 

your responsibility to keep track of your canoe group whether on land, in the canoe, 

or in the water. During instructor demonstrations, please actively listen to all canoe 

instructions and directions as it will help with your steering techniques when on the 

water. For safety purposes, it is important for the group to always stay together while 

on the water. Please stay behind the lead instructor canoe and in front of the end 

instructor canoe. If you or a student has a problem while canoeing, please notify an 

instructor immediately.  

 

 At mealtimes we might ask one or more of you, along with selected students, to 

assist in the preparation, serving and cleanup of meals. Please act as a coordinator 

of the students after receiving directions. Ideally, students themselves should work 

in teams to accomplish these assigned tasks. 
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 Finally, we realize that you may have never attended an overnight field trip with 

students, however, keep in mind neither have some of the other participants.  

Because two students will be sharing a tent, adults in single tents, it is important that 

students are reminded to be respectful and courteous at all times when interacting 

with other classmates. Before bedtime, teachers and chaperones will be assigned 

tent pods and are responsible for nighttime bathroom monitoring. If students awake 

during the night, they must first check in with their respective chaperone before 

leaving their tents and again upon returning.  When it is time for “lights out” please 

make sure all students are in their assigned tents.  It will be necessary to patrol along 

the outside of tents to make sure that these rules are enforced. A patrol should last 

about 30 minutes. When all tents are quiet, you may retire as well.  

   

 

I      have read the above information, acknowledge and  

  print name   

 

understand my responsibility as a chaperone on        

         school name 

 

Build-A-Field Trip called           

 

 

              

signature      date 

 

Please return this signed form to the instructor the morning of departure.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation and joining us on this field trip! 


